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Operational Environmental Management Plan amendment 
register 
 

Version Issue date Comments 

OEMP Draft 13 May 2011 PB issued to ARTC 

OEMP RevB June 2011 PB issued to ARTC 

OEMP RevC 9 June 2011 PB issued to ARTC 

OEMP RevD 5 July 2011 PB issued to ARTC 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Document control 
This Operational Environmental Management Plan (OEMP) will be filed, stored and maintained in 
accordance with ARTC’s quality assurance procedures. This OEMP for the Southern Sydney Freight Line 
(SSFL) is a controlled document. Controlled copies of this OEMP are held by the following personnel: 

 

 

Controlled copy Issue date Position Staff name 

Draft OEMP 13 May 2011 SSFL Planning & 
Environmental Manager 

John Verhoeven 

Final OEMP June 2011 Project Director Andrew Addinall 

  SSFL Planning & 
Environment Manager 

John Verhoeven 

  General Manager-North 
South 

Alexander Mackenzie 

    

 

 

Key Contacts 
For environmental-related incidents, contact the EPA (OEH) Environment Line Service (phone: 131 555). 
Refer to Section 8.1.3 for contact details of key Operational personnel.
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Glossary/abbreviations 

ARTC Australian Rail Track Corporation 

BTEX Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene & Xylenes 

CoA Conditions of Approval 

CLG Community Liaison Group 

CLM Community Liaison Manager 

dBA dB is the abbreviation for decibel — a unit of sound measurement. It is equivalent to 10 times the 
logarithm (to base 10) of the ratio of a given sound pressure to a reference pressure.  The human 
ear is not equally sensitive to sound at different frequencies. People are more sensitive to sound in 
the range of 1 to 4 kHz (1000 – 4000 vibrations per second) and less sensitive to lower and higher 
frequency sound. During noise measurement an electronic ‘A-weighting’ frequency filter is applied 
to the measured sound level dB(A) to account for these sensitivities.  

DECCW Department of Environment, Climate Change, and Water (now the OEH) 

DIPNR Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources 

DoPI Department of Planning & Infrastructure (formerly DoP) 

EMS Environmental Management System 

EMP Environmental Management Plan 

EP&A Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

EPBC Act Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

EPL Environment Protection Licence 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

ICLR Independent Community Liaison Representative 

LAeq The equivalent continuous sound level. This is the energy average of the varying noise over the 
sample period and is equivalent to the level of a constant noise which contains the same energy 
as the varying noise environment. This measure is also a common measure of environmental 
noise and road traffic noise. 

LAmax Maximum Noise Level. The maximum noise level over a sample period is the maximum level, 
measured on a fast response, during the sample period. 

LGA Local Government Area 

OAQMP Operational Air Quality Management Plan 

OEMP Operational Environmental Management Plan [this document] 

OEH Office of Environment and Heritage [formerly DECCW] 

OHRMP Operational Hazards & Risks Management Plan 

ONVMP Operational Noise and Vibration Management Plan 

PCB Poly Chlorinated Bi-phenyls 

pH Power of Hydrogen. pH is a measure of how acidic or basic a substance is. 

PM10 Particulate Matter of 10 micrometres or less 

POEO Act Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

REP Regional Environmental Plan 

RMC Rail Management Centre 

SEPP  State Environmental Planning Policy 

SSFL Southern Sydney Freight Line 

TDS Total Dissolved Solids 

TPH Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon 

TSP Total Suspended Particulates 
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1. Introduction 

This Operational Environmental Management Plan (OEMP) will be implemented by 
Australian Rail Track Corporation and its contractors during the operation of the 5 km 
Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL) track, from Sefton Park Junction to Leightonfield, 
within the Bankstown Local Government Area (LGA).  

The OEMP provides a framework to manage the environmental aspects associated with the 
operation of 5 km of the SSFL.  

1.1 Scope and objectives of OEMP 

The OEMP covers operation of the 5 km SSFL track, which extends from Sefton Park 
Junction to Leightonfield. Associated activities include maintenance (typically rail grinding, 
culvert/bridge maintenance, vegetation control, infrastructure repair and renewal, and 
drainage works); capital works projects; and operation of rolling stock via track access 
agreements with the various rail operators. The OEMP draws particular attention to aspects 
potentially impacting on the environment. The OEMP outlines environmental responsibilities 
and provides practical guidance on the implementation of environmental management 
procedures relating to site operations. Potential impacts are addressed and corresponding 
mitigation measures, including monitoring requirements, are outlined.  

The purpose of this OEMP is to detail objectives, actions and procedures to be carried out 
during the operation of the first section of the SSFL track. The OEMP acts as the key 
reference document to identify actions and commitments to be undertaken by ARTC 
operators and contractors during the operation of this section of track. 

The Conditions of Approval (CoA) issued by the Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
(DoPI), focus on key environmental aspects associated with the development. These 
aspects include: 

 Noise and Vibration management. 

 Air quality management. 

 Hazard and risk management. 

The OEMP aims to: 

 Ensure that impacts are avoided or minimised during the operation phase. 

 Provide an operational framework demonstrating ARTC’s commitment to conduct all 
operational activities in a manner that minimises impacts to the environment. 

 Comply with relevant legislative requirements, summarised in Section 4. 

 Ensure that ARTC, RailCorp, Council employees, contractors and Alliance partners 
involved in the operation of the 5 km SSFL track are aware of their environmental 
responsibilities and are pro-active in their approach to environmental management. 
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 Provide the public with suitable information on the environmental management 
practices, procedures and standards associated with the Project. To address this aim, 
the OEMP, once approved, will be made publicly available on the SSFL website. 

Under the contractual arrangements for the operations of the ARTC 5 km SSFL track, all 
companies, contractors and sub-contractors undertaking work during operations must 
comply with this OEMP. 

The Structure of the OEMP complies with the general requirements of the Department of 
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources (2004) Guidelines for the Preparation of 
Environmental Management Plans. 

AS per CoA 14, this OEMP was compiled in accordance with the requirements and 
mitigation measures stipulated by the following: 

 Department of Planning’s (DoP) Conditions of Approval (CoA), dated 21 December, 
2006. 

 Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Southern Sydney Freight Line, prepared by 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, dated August 2006.  

 Statement of Commitments (SoC) made in the Submissions Report. 

In accordance with CoA 14, the following sub-plans form appendices to this OEMP: 

 Operation Noise and Vibration Management Plan (ONVMP). 

 Operation Air Quality Management Plan (OAQMP). 

 Operation Hazard and Risk Management Plan (OHRMP). 

This OEMP serves as a base template for the project’s Final OEMP, to be prepared late 
2012, for the Operation of the entire SSFL. 

1.2 OEMP format 

The format of the OEMP has been developed to be consistent with the elements of AS/NZS 
ISO 14001 as well as complying with the general requirements and objectives stipulated 
within the Guideline for the Preparation of Environmental Management Plans (DIPNR, 2004). 
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The OEMP comprises the following sections:

Section 1 
(this section) 

Describes the layout of the OEMP and its purpose. 

Section 2 Provides information on the key activities and staging. 

Section 3 Establishes the administrative functions and procedures for implementing the 
OEMP in relation to Australian Rail Track Corporations Environmental 
Management System (EMS). 

Section 4 Contains a brief summary of statutory planning requirements and associated 
environmental legislation and regulations. 

Section 5 Provides targets and key indicators for the operations covered within the OEMP. 

Section 6 Summarises the environmental aspects and likely impacts during the operational 
phase as well as outlining the risk assessment process to be undertaken for any 
additional work activities or locations. 

Section 7 Provides the operational management responsibility checklist. 

Section 8 Outlines monitoring and reporting requirements. 

Section 9 Provides the process for amending, updating and making variations to the OEMP. 

Section 10 Provides a list of documents referred to throughout the OEMP. 

Appendix A Contains the Draft ONVMP. 

Appendix B Contains the Draft OAQMP. 

Appendix C Contains the OHRMP [ARTC Safety Management Plan, ARTC Incident 
Management Manual TA 44, ARTC Risk Management Procedure RM-01]. These 
documents manage hazards and risks, and are collectively referred to as the 
OHRMP. 

Appendix D ARTC Environmental Policy 

Appendix E Provides a reference table of where each CoA and EPL condition is addressed 
within the OEMP. 

Appendix F Contains associated ARTC Incident Management Procedure. 
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2. Project overview 

2.1 Background to project 

The Australian Rail Track Corporation (the ARTC) is a Commonwealth Government-owned 
company responsible for operating the interstate rail freight network that links Australia’s 
major mainland capital cities. A major bottleneck in the rail freight network currently exists in 
southern Sydney, where freight trains share existing rail lines with the Sydney metropolitan 
passenger services operated by RailCorp. To address the rail network bottleneck, ARTC is 
constructing the Southern Sydney Freight Line (the SSFL), which would provide a dedicated 
freight line for a distance of 36 kilometres between Macarthur and Sefton in southern 
Sydney. The SSFL provides a third track in the rail corridor specifically for freight services, 
allowing passenger and freight services to operate independently.   

The freight rail track system, due to be completed by December 2012, will be non-electrified 
and will operate in a bi-directional mode. 

The first 5 km section of track from Sefton Park Junction to Leightonfield and associated 
signalling from Enfield West (the subject of this OEMP) is planned for completion by mid July 
2011.  In accordance with CoA 7, ARTC must notify the Director-General, relevant 
government departments and relevant Councils of the start of operation at least four weeks 
prior. In accordance with CoA 14, this OEMP shall be submitted to the Director General for 
approval at least four weeks prior to operational activities.   

2.2 Operational activities 

The operations include the joining of the SSFL to existing Down Goods at Enfield West, and 
the commissioning of the Sefton Dive. After July, most down freight services will operate via 
the SSFL from Enfield West, returning to the Main line at Leightonfield. The up freight will 
continue to operate on the Up Main Line. Interface at No.1 Siding will come under ARTC 
control and the 218 points will be booked out of use. The Leightonfield Down Refuge would 
remain under RailCorp control. 
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3. Environmental management framework 

3.1 Environmental management system 

ARTC has established an Environmental Management System (EMS) which was developed 
in accordance with AS/NZS ISO14001. The EMS provides a framework for managing the 
company’s environmental responsibilities so that they are integrated into overall operations. 
It also supports the company’s compliance with legislated and voluntary environmental 
requirements as well as commitment to improvement in their overall environmental 
performance.  

The basic elements of an EMS are similar to the key elements that make up an 
Environmental Management Plan; as such, this OEMP incorporates key components of 
ARTC’s EMS. 

3.2 Environmental policy 

The following is ARTC’s Environmental Policy: 

‘ARTC’s Environmental Policy provides a framework for continual improvement of an 
Environmental Management System and sets our commitments for managing potential 
environmental risks.  

In all our activities, we commit to: 

 Preventing or minimising pollution and the generation of waste. 

 Systematically reviewing our environmental management system to ensure that our 
significant risks are identified and managed, our environmental objectives and targets 
are current and our legal and other requirements are addressed. 

 Ensuring corrective action in response to non-compliance and other related 
environmental related complaints with minimal delay. 

 Having a robust relationship with all environmental agencies and regulators. 

 Ensuring that agreements made between contractors and rail operators comply with the 
ARTC Environmental Management System. 

 Ensuring that employees are appropriately inducted and have sufficient competencies 
to perform their duties; and 

 Periodically reviewing and auditing our Environmental Management System, including 
this Environmental Policy.’ 

Refer to Appendix D for ARTC’s Environmental Policy Document. 
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3.3 Structure and responsibility 

ARTC is responsible for the implementation of this OEMP and for reporting to OEH and DoPI 
as required.  

The key personnel, involved in the operational phase of the SSFL, and their responsibilities 
are outlined in Table 3-1 below. 

Table 3-1 Responsibilities 

Position Title Primary Objective 

Chief Executive Officer  The Chief Executive Officer shall authorise communication  with 
media representatives and the general public on all  matters 
concerning the Environmental Management System  including but not 
limited to; environmental incidents and  emergencies, environmental 
complaints and, significant environmental risks. 

Executive Committee  Approve the Environmental Management System. 

 Approve the annual environmental objectives and targets. 

Risk and Safety 
Committee 

 Review  major  environmental  incidents,  breaches  and  issues  that  
are  reported  to  the Risk and Safety Committee.   

 Advise  the  CEO  on  environmental  issues  that  may  materially  
impact  upon  ARTC’s environmental performance.   

 Review the occurrence of major environmental incidents and the 
corrective action taken.  

 Approve the annual schedule of audits and review audit findings and 
corrective actions.  

 Consider other environmental matters as required. 

Chief Financial Officer  Provide advice to the Risk and Safety Committee to enable the above 
objectives of the Committee to be fulfilled.   

 Oversee  the  impact  and  responses  to  legislative  and  policy  
developments  in  the environmental field, which may have material 
impact on ARTC.  

 Manage the development and annual review of the EMS.  

 Report breaches and non-conformances of the EMS to the Executive.  

 Ensure that ARTC’s purchasing and contract management  policies  
and  procedures, where applicable, are in accordance with the 
Environmental Management System and incorporate appropriate 
environmental clauses. 

General Managers  Initiate any preventative measures to mitigate, rectify or prevent 
environmental harm arising from activities, incidents, breaches or 
audits.  

 Implement the EMS to the extent that it impacts on their Division.  

 Ensure that contractors who are engaged to undertake activities on 
property managed by  ARTC  warrant  to  have  the  systems in place  
to meet the requirements of the Environmental  Management  System,  
specifically  the Contractor  Responsibilities procedure (see section 
TBA).  

 Ensure that the environmental aspects of projects are assessed and 
managed in accordance with the requirements of ARTC.  

 Ensure that ARTC policies and procedures include appropriate 
environmental provisions. 
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Position Title Primary Objective 

GM-Commercial  Ensure that all rail operators are aware of the ARTC EMS and that 
they warrant complying with the system, when and where appropriate.  

 Ensure that all appropriate environmental references are contained in 
the Access Agreements. 

GM-Risk and 
Compliance 

 Ensure that the register containing all relevant environmental Acts, 
Laws and legislation is accurate and assist with the evaluation of all 
new and amended environmental laws.  

 Oversee and coordinate responses to statutory notices.  

 Advise with respect to serious breaches and corrective actions. 

Corporate Property 
Manager 

 Maintain high level liaison with GM Risk and Compliance to ensure the 
necessary environmental compliance.  

 Ensure all Property leases and licenses include appropriate 
environmental clauses.   

 Ensure appropriate risks and environmental matters are assessed and 
maintained in the ARTC Risk Register.   

 Keep  the Chief Financial Officer and GM Risk and  Compliance  (and  
others  as appropriate) up to date on all  material  environmental  
matters  and  any  significant environmental incidents. 

Environmental Manager  Manage, review, and recommend amendments as necessary, to 
ARTC’s Environmental Management System and all supporting 
documents.  

 Liaise with regulatory authorities, industry bodies and ARTC Risk and 
Compliance  as required and ensuring compliance with all laws and 
regulations as appropriate.   

 Promptly advise Risk & Compliance upon receipt of any statutory 
notice and take appropriate action in support of responding to that 
notice.   

 Oversee the preparation of environmental reports to the Risk and 
Safety Committee and the quarterly environmental report to the EHS 
Committee.  

 Oversee the preparation of and ensure  that all  necessary  internal  
and  external environmental audits are managed appropriately. 

SSFL Planning & 
Environmental Manager 

 Review of the Operational Environmental Management Plan (this 
OEMP) 

Environmental Officers  Develop and promote the Environmental Management System.  
Monitor and report on the environmental performance of ARTC.   

 Promptly report  all reportable  environmental incidents, as  defined  in  
EP-02,  to the Corporate Property Manager and the EHS Manager.  

 Maintain records in accordance with the Environmental Management 
System.  

 Prepare an Executive level report for submission to the Risk and 
Safety Committee for the EHS Committee on a quarterly basis.  

 Plan and manage internal and external audits.  

 Ensure  that  the  environmental  accidents,  incidents  and  
complaints  within  ARTC  are reported,  investigated  and  corrective  
actions  are  managed  (and  monitored)  and implemented, by the 
respective ARTC division or business unit. 
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Position Title Primary Objective 

 Provide  technical  expertise,  advice and appropriate  training in 
environmental management  matters  to  enable  ARTC employees to  
satisfactorily comply with the Environmental Management System.  

 Liaison with Environmental Protection Authorities as required and  
ensuring licensing conditions are appropriate and informing parties of 
their responsibilities. 

Managers  Ensure that new employees or contractors inducted to their place of 
work are aware of their responsibilities as outlined in the 
Environmental Management System and specific to their position.  

 Ensure that employees with environmental responsibilities have 
appropriate training as identified in their personal development plans.  

 Ensure systems are in place and functioning to comply with relevant 
legislation. 

ARTC Employees  Adhering to procedures developed by ARTC as detailed in this 
Environmental Management System and maintaining awareness of 
the policy.  

 Identifying, assessing and avoiding or mitigating any adverse 
environmental impact that may result from carrying out activities, 
development or projects.   

 Reporting any environmental incident or breach to the appropriate 
Environmental Officer and  respective  line  Manager  and  providing  
any  support  necessary  to  facilitate  the investigation and reporting 
of any environmental incident or breach. 

Operators  Complying with the Track Access Agreement, including preparation 
and submission of an EMP. 

 Complying with all applicable environmental legislation and standards. 

 Complying with EP -06 Environmental Management Plan – For 
Operators on the ARTC Network. 

 Being duly diligent in environmental management of all activities. 

 Ensuring their employees, contractors and sub contractors are 
suitably inducted and trained in environmental responsibilities, on a 
case by case, site by site basis. 

 Maintaining current environmental regulatory approvals for their 
operations;. 

 Taking all necessary steps to remedy an Environmental Incident 
arising from their activities in order to prevent, mitigate or remediate 
the situation as soon as is reasonably practicable, so that the 
Environmental Incident is no longer present or the environmental 
damage is rectified. 

 Notifying ARTC of an Environmental Condition within 24 hours and, 

 Notifying ARTC of an Environmental Complaint within 7 days. 

Contractors  Align with ARTC’s Environmental Management System.  

 Comply with all applicable environmental legislation.  

 Report promptly to ARTC any environmental incident.    

 Ensure their employees, contractors and sub-contractors comply with 
applicable legislation and align with ARTC’s Environmental 
Management System.  

 Be duly diligent in environmental management of all activities. 
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As specified in the Project Approval (Conditions 27 and 66) the ongoing maintenance and 
operational costs of urban design, landscaping, the proper and efficient operation of 
environmental equipment and works under the Project Approval are the responsibility of 
ARTC until arrangement have been put in place for the transfer of the assets of the Project. 
The transfer must be to the satisfaction of the Director – General of the DoPI.  

In accordance with Statement of Commitment 66, where liable, ARTC shall rectify any 
property damage caused directly or indirectly by activities associated with the Project, unless 
alternative arrangements have been made with the owner of the damaged property.  

ARTC shall ensure local access and emergency vehicle access is not adversely impacted 
throughout the Project, in accordance with Statement of Commitment 73.   

3.4 Environmental training and inductions 

ARTC and contractors are required to perform their duties in compliance with the relevant 
legislation and using a pre-active approach that minimises the risk of environmental harm. In 
accordance with Section 4.2 of ARTC’s Environmental Management System Procedure, 
environmental awareness and training is delivered through the following: 

 Staff and contractor inductions. 

 Site induction, pre-work briefs and toolbox talks. 

 Internal and external training courses. 

 ARTC intranet and website. 

 Informal group meetings and one on one discussions. 

ARTC staff, contractors, and Alliance staff inductions are performed in accordance with the 
ARTC Induction Procedure and Induction Policy which is administered by ARTC’s Human 
Resources. Environmental Awareness, ARTC’s Environmental Management System and the 
employee’s duty of care form an integral part of the induction. 

Any person that undertakes site works during the operational phase of the project would 
undertake a combination of site inductions, pre-work briefs and toolbox talks. 

Internal and external training courses tailored to specific environmental issues may be 
undertaken as required. The training programs will consist of internet-based training, training 
manuals, and one-on-one group sessions. Training programs include: 

 Environmental Awareness and liabilities 

 ARTC Codes of Practice Awareness 

 Environmental Incident Response 

 Noise Awareness 

 Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

 Aboriginal Culture Awareness 
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 Complaints handling 

 Construction Awareness 

 Environmental Impact Assessment 

 Environmental Auditor Certification. 

ARTC’s Training and Development Policy, administered by Human Resources, would be 
used for guidance on additional training courses required. An employee may request an 
external training course and this would be considered by the delegated manager into the 
employee’s Personal Development Plan. Once approved, the Personal Development Plan is 
then sent to Human Resource Coordinator for scheduling. 

The ARTC intranet and internet sites are used to extract relevant information, such as 
policies and procedures. 

Informal group meetings and one-on-one meetings are used to enhance environmental 
awareness. 

3.4.1 Safety, hazards and risk 

Refer to Appendix C for ARTC’s Operational Hazards and Risk Management Plan 
(OHRMP). The OHRMP consists of the following documents: 

 ARTC Safety Management Plan 

 ARTC Incident Management Manual TA 44 

 ARTC Risk Management Procedure RM-01. 

The above documents, collectively referred to as the OHRMP, set out procedures to manage 
hazards, risks, safety, & emergency situations.  

3.5 Communication and complaints 

Environmental communication at ARTC consists of internal communications between staff 
members and external communications to/from external stakeholders. Internal 
Environmental Communications include ‘In the Loop’, intranet posts, inductions and annual 
performance reviews, toolbox talks, environmental team meetings, written reports and 
environmental memos. External Environmental Communications at ARTC include internet 
posts, community information packages and liaison with government authorities as required. 

External communications at ARTC involves the management of environmental complaints 
from the community and the regulators.  

Conditions M4 and M5 of the Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) 3142 requires that 
ARTC records pollution complaints and operate a telephone complaints line. EPL conditions 
M4 and M5 are as follows: 

 M4 Recording of pollution complaints: 



 

Southern Sydney Freight Line Operational Environmental Management Plan: Operation 
of 5 km section of track from Sefton Park Junction to Leightonfield

 

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF  2115319A PR_4180_REVD_170711.DOC Page 13 
 
 

 M4.1: The licensee must keep a legible record of all complaints made to the  
licensee or any employee or agent  of the licensee in relation to pollution arising 
from any activity to which this licence applies. 

 M4.2: The record must include details of the following: 

– (a) the date and time of the complaint 

– (b) the method by which the complaint was made 

– (c) any personal details of the complainant which were provided by the 
complainant or, if no such details were provided, a note to that effect 

– (d) the nature of the complaint 

– (e) the action taken by the licensee in relation to the complaint, including any 
follow-up contact with the complainant and, 

– (f) if no action was taken by the licensee, the reasons why no action was 
taken. 

 M4.3: The record of a complaint must be kept for at least 4 years after the 
complaint was made. 

 M4.4: The record must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks 
to see them. 

 M5 Telephone complaints line: 

 M5.1: The licensee must operate during its operating hours a telephone complaints 
line for the purpose of receiving any complaints from members of the public in 
relation to activities conducted at the premises or by the vehicle or mobile plant, 
unless otherwise specified in the licence. 

 M5.2: The licensee must notify the public of the complaints line telephone number 
and the fact that it is a complaints line so that the impacted community knows how 
to make a complaint. 
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4. Environmental controls 

4.1 Statutory controls 

This OEMP documents specific and general statutory requirements that relate to the 
operational works. Statutory requirements that are applicable to the works include: 

 The Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared for the project (Section 4.1.1). 

 General legislative requirements which apply to project (Section 4.1.2). 

 Specific approvals, licences and permits required as part of the implementation of the 
operational phase (Section 4.1.3). 

4.1.1 Planning approval 

Environmental Assessment  

ARTC have determined that this project required an environmental assessment to be 
prepared under Part 3A of the EP&A Act. A planning focus meeting was held with 
Government agencies on 10 February 2005. 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared and lodged with DoP (now DoPI) in 
August 2006 for review prior to a 6 week public review period. 

A submissions report detailing ARTCs response to public submissions was then submitted 
and the project was approved by the Minister for Planning on 21 December 2006.  

The Minister then provided Conditions of Approval that define, in conjunction with ARTC’s 
own Statement of Commitments, the environmental management and mitigation measures 
that ARTC must undertake in relation to the project. Appendix E summarises these auditable 
commitments and provides a reference as to where they are addressed throughout the 
OEMP.
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4.1.2 Legislative requirements and guidelines 

Table 4-1 Relevant legislation, guidelines and standards 

Relevant legislation 
(Administering Authority) 

Summary of legislation requirements General requirements 

Contaminated Land Management Act, 
1997 

(OEH) 

Establishes a process for investigating, and where appropriate, 
remediating land where contamination presents a significant risk of 
harm to the environment. 

The operation of the SSFL is unlikely to cause 
contamination given that appropriate mitigation 
measures are in place. 

Any contamination caused during the operation of 
freight train should be reported immediately to OEH. 

Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979 

(DoPI) 

Establishes a framework to control development in NSW by 
prohibiting, permitting, or placing conditions on activities. The 
legislation also details the process by which approval can be gained, 
and the relevant authority. 

Project Approval, under Section 75J of the EP&A 
Act, was granted on 21 December 2006 and five 
modifications have since been granted. 

Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

(Commonwealth Government) 

The Commonwealth EPBC Act provides a legal framework to protect 
and manage nationally and internationally important flora, fauna, 
ecological communities and heritage places — defined under the 
Act as matters of National Environmental Significance (NES). The 
NES matters under this Act are: 

 World Heritage properties. 

 National heritage places. 

 Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar wetlands). 

 Listed threatened species and ecological communities. 

 Migratory species. 

 Commonwealth marine areas. 

 Nuclear actions (including uranium mining). 

 

Acacia pubescens exists in patches along the 5 km 
track. The species is listed as a nationally 
threatened species under the Act and will therefore 
be protected. 

Refer to Figure 6-1 for the location of Acacia   
pubescens. 
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Relevant legislation 
(Administering Authority) 

Summary of legislation requirements General requirements 

Environmentally Hazardous Chemicals 
Act, 1985  

(OEH) 

 Regulates the disposal of wastes issued with a ‘chemical control 
order’ and designates chemical wastes. 

 Sets disposal requirements for designated hazardous waste are 
identified under the POEO Act. 

Chemical wastes designated under this Act include: 

 PCBs. 

 Pesticide wastes including used pesticide containers. 

 Copper/chrome/arsenic (CCA) wastes. 

If hazardous chemicals, as defined by this Act, are 
used on the site during operations, they would be 
managed under this Act. 

A Chemical Control Order may be used to prohibit 
activities except under the authority of a licence 
issued by OEH. 

Heritage Act 1977 

(NSW Heritage Branch) 

Approval must be gained from the Heritage Council Office when 
making changes to a heritage place listed on the State Heritage 
Register, or when excavating any land in NSW where an 
archaeological relic may be disturbed. 

Three heritage items were identified within the 5 km 
track under RailCorp’s Section 170 Heritage and 
Conservation Register. Refer to Table 6-1 for a list 
of heritage items and to Figure 6-1 for their location. 

The Heritage Branch would be contacted should 
there be any risk of damage to the heritage items. 

Local Government Act, 1993 

(Bankstown City Council) 

Controls environmental impacts, pollution and nuisance not 
controlled under the POEO Act. 

Provides for infrastructure under the control of council, and identifies 
requirements for developers. 

The Act gives Bankstown City Council a role in the 
management, improvement and development of the 
resources in the Bankstown LGA. 

Noxious Weeds Act 1995 

(Department of Trade & Investment, 
Regional Infrastructure & Services) 

The Act aims to reduce the negative impact of weeds by 
establishing control mechanisms to prevent the establishment of 
new weeds. 

Public authorities have obligations to control noxious weeds on land 
they own. 

A public authority that is an occupier of land to which a weed control 
order applies must control noxious weeds on the land as required 
under the order, to the extent necessary to prevent the weeds from 
spreading to adjoining land. 

Any noxious weeds identified on the site must be 
prevented from spreading in accordance with their 
control category. 

In accordance with CoA 60 h), if any class 1, 2, & 5 
noxious weeds are to be removed, ARTC must 
obtain a permit from the NSW Department of Trade 
& Investment, Regional Infrastructure & Services. 
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Relevant legislation 
(Administering Authority) 

Summary of legislation requirements General requirements 

Occupational Health and Safety Act 
2000 

(WorkCover NSW) 

The Act aims to: 

 secure and promote the health, safety and welfare of people at 
work  

 protect people against workplace health and safety risks  

 provide for consultation and cooperation between employers and 
workers in achieving the objects of the Act  

 ensure that risks are identified, assessed and eliminated or 
controlled  

 develop and promote community awareness of occupational 
health and safety issues  

 provide a legislative framework that allows for progressively 
higher standards of occupational health and safety to take 
account of new technologies and work practices  

 protect people against risks arising from the use of plant (i.e. 
machinery, equipment or appliances). 

All personnel involved in the operational phase of 
the 5 km SSFL track shall abide by the conditions of 
this Act. 
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Relevant legislation 
(Administering Authority) 

Summary of legislation requirements General requirements 

Pesticides Act 1999 

& 

Pesticides Regulation 2009 

(OEH) 

This Act controls and regulates the use of pesticides in New South 
Wales. 

It is an offence under the Act:  

 to use a pesticide in a manner that injures or is likely to injure 
another person (section 10) 

 to use a pesticide in a manner that damages or is likely to 
damage any property of another person (section 10);  

 to use a pesticide in a manner that harms any non-target animal 
or plant, or harms any animal or plant if there is no approved 
label or permit for the pesticide (section 11)  

 to wilfully or negligently use a pesticide in a manner that causes 
material harm to threatened species or protected animals 
(section 9) 

 to possess or use an unregistered pesticide without a permit 
(sections 12 and 13) 

 to fail to read an approved label or permit before using a 
registered pesticide (section 14) 

 to use a registered pesticide contrary to the approved label 
(section 15) 

 to keep registered pesticides in a container without an approved 
label (section 16) 

 to possess or use a restricted pesticide without being authorised 
by a certificate of competency or a pesticide control order 
(section 17). 

In accordance with Section 111 of the Act, it is an 
offence to cause or permit another person to commit 
an offence under the Act. 

Under the Act, the OEH may make pesticide control 
orders under the Act which prohibit or control the 
use of pesticides, or which permit the use or 
possession of restricted pesticides. 

Part 3 of the Regulation specifies that pesticides are 
to be used by qualified persons. 
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Relevant legislation 
(Administering Authority) 

Summary of legislation requirements General requirements 

Protection of the Environment 
Operations Act, 1997 

(OEH) 

This Act controls how activities should be undertaken in 
consideration of environmental protection on all aspects, including 
air & noise pollution, and waste. 

Scheduled activities are required to obtain an Environmental 
Protection Licence (EPL) from OEH to operate.  

 

Under Part 5.7 of the Act, ARTC has the duty to 
notify OEH of any environmental harm resulting from 
the operations of the SSFL. 

ARTC holds EPL 3142 & EPL 12971 as Rail 
Operations is a Scheduled Activity under clause 33 
of Schedule 1 of the POEO Act. 

Under Section 6 of the POEO Act, OEH is the 
regulatory authority for scheduled activities and 
Bankstown Council is the appropriate regulatory 
authority for non-scheduled activities.  

Under Section 96 of the POEO Act, the relevant 
regulatory authority has the authority to issue a 
Prevention Notice to ensure that the project is 
carried on in an environmentally satisfactory 
manner. 

Rail Safety Act 2008 

(Independent Transport Safety 
Regulator) 

Having regard to the importance of rail safety and regulatory 
efficiency, the objects of this Act are as follows:  

a) to provide for improvement of the safe carrying out of railway 
operations 

b) to provide for the management of risks associated with railway 
operations 

c) to make special provision for the control of particular risks 
arising from railway operations 

d) to promote public confidence in the safety of transport of 
persons or freight by rail. 

An accredited person must inquire into and report to 
the Rail Safety Regulator on any railway accident or 
incident that may affect the safe operation or 
maintenance of a railway in respect of which the 
person is accredited. 

Condition 65 of Division 2 of the Act stipulates the 
requirement for investigation into railway accidents 
and incidents by rail transport operators. 

Threatened Species Conservation Act 
1995 

Schedules 1 and 2 of the Act lists species, populations and 
ecological communities of native flora and fauna considered to be 
threatened in NSW. 

Acacia pubescens is listed as vulnerable under the 
Act. Impact assessments were carried out and the 
surveys showed that although Acacia pubescens 
occurs in a range of habitats including disturbed 
areas, this species is not cryptic and several 
populations  have been identified within the rail 
corridor during previous surveys. 

 



 

Southern Sydney Freight Line Operational Environmental Management Plan: Operation of 5 km section of track from Sefton Park Junction to Leightonfield 

 

Page 21 2115319A PR_4180_REVD_170711.DOC PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF 
 
 

Relevant legislation 
(Administering Authority) 

Summary of legislation requirements General requirements 

Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Act 2001 

and 

Waste Classification Guidelines 2009 

(OEH) 

This Act: 

 promotes waste avoidance and resource recovery 

 establishes a scheme to promote extended producer 
responsibility in place of industry waste reduction plans; and  

 continues the Waste Fund for the purposes of funding relevant 
programs. 

These guidelines aid in the classification, assessment, storage and 
management of wastes should there be any. 

Based on the usual activities associated with the 
operation of a freight line, hazardous materials 
impacts could potentially exist during the operational 
phase of the SSFL. 

Any Liquid and Non-liquid wastes should be 
managed in accordance with these guidelines. 
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4.1.3 Licences, permits and approvals 

In addition to legislation and guidelines relevant to general operational activities, a number of 
approvals, consultation requirements and licence/permits will be required for operation of the 
SSFL. These licences and approvals are listed in Table 4-2. 

Table 4-2 Licences, permits and approvals required for project 

Licence, permits and approvals 
required  

Reporting and/or 
administering authority 

Timeframe Requirement 

Approvals/consultation    

Written notification of the start of 
operation 

Director – General, DoPI 
OEH 
Council 

At least 4 weeks 
before relevant 
start date. 

CoA 7 

OEMP submitted for approval Director – General, DoPI 

 

At least 4 weeks 
prior to 
commencement 
of Operation. 

CoA 14 

ONVMP submitted for approval Director – General, DoPI No later than 6 
months from 
commencement 
of construction. 

CoA 51 

OHRMP submitted for approval  Director – General, DoPI No later than 2 
months prior to 
commencement 
of  Project 
commissioning. 

CoA 70 

OAQMP submitted for approval Director – General, DoPI Prior to 
commencement 
of Operations 

CoA 76 

Consultation required in 
preparation and implementation of 
OEMP and Sub-Plans: 

 ONVMP, and 

 OAQMP. 

Director – General, DoPI 

 

Pre-operation CoA 14 
(OEMP),  

CoA 51 
(ONVMP), and 

CoA 76 
(OAQMP) 

Environmental Protection Licence 
(EPL 12971) 

OEH Construction Clause 33 of 
Schedule 1 of 
the POEO Act 

Environmental Protection Licence 
(EPL 3142) 

OEH Operation Clause 33 of 
Schedule 1 of 
the POEO Act 

Commonwealth Government 
Approval under Section 133 of 
EPBC Act granted to ARTC on 13 
August 2008 and this was subject 
to conditions that required the 
submission of the following: 

 ARTC’s Community Amenity 
Offset Plan, dated 24 October 
2008. 

 Environmental Actions Plan, 
dated 23 October 2008. 

 Flood Management Study, 
dated 7 October 2008. 

Minister for Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, 
Population and 
Communities 

Pre-construction 
& construction 

Section 133  
of  EPBC Act 
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EPL 3142 is applicable during the operation of trains on the 5 km track (the subject of this 
OEMP). Following the operation of the track, EPL 12971 would still be applicable due to 
construction works being undertaken to complete the Sefton Station lifts and the 
landscaping.  

ARTC’s Community Amenity Offset Plan details ARTC’s commitment, in response to 
community requests, to carry out maintenance of landscape, plantings, and noise walls for a 
period of 12 months. 





 

Southern Sydney Freight Line Operational Environmental Management Plan: Operation 
of 5 km section of track from Sefton Park Junction to Leightonfield

 

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF  2115319A PR_4180_REVD_170711.DOC Page 25 
 
 

5. Performance criteria 

5.1 Targets and key indicators 

Table 5-1 Environmental performance indicators 

Environmental issue Performance targets Performance indicators 

Operational noise and vibration  Aim for zero non-compliance with 
the noise limit criteria as outlined in 
Section 4 of the ONVMP. 

 Consider reasonable and feasible 
principles to reduce noise 
emissions. 

 Adherence to noise mitigation 
measures including the adaptation 
where necessary of engineering 
measures on the implementation of 
operating techniques. 

 Review results of noise monitoring 
data obtained from the sensitive 
receiver locations outlined in the 
ONVMP. 

 Site inspections/audits to 
demonstrate compliance with 
engineering and operational 
requirements respectively. 

 Noise complaints received are 
closed out. 

Operational air quality  Compliance with air quality ambient 
goals stated in Section 2.2 of the 
OAQMP. 

 Aim for zero complaints due to 
operation and maintenance 
activities. 

 Where there is a dust event, this 
should be recorded by relevant 
personnel. 

 Any complaints received are to be 
addressed in accordance with the 
EPL and ARTC’s Environmental 
Management System Procedure. 

 Environmental Complaints closed 
out. 

 Meet targets in table 2.5 of the 
OAQMP where required. 

 Incident notification to regulatory 
authorities. 

 Appropriate maintenance by 
operators of train and equipment to 
minimise air emissions. 

Operational hazard and risk Zero incidents and zero non-
compliance to legislation & industry 
standards, ARTC and RailCorp’s 
requirements, including the OHRMP 
(Appendix C). 

 

 Formal internal audits of procedural 
systems and physical assets within 
appropriate intervals.  

 Regular observation of rail safety 
workers undertaking activities on 
the job.  

 Prompt exchange of information 
between affected organisations 
when serious non-compliance is 
detected. 

 The maintenance of safety 
compliance monitoring records. 
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6. Environmental aspects and impacts 

Environmental aspects and potential adverse environmental impacts relevant to the 
operational phase of the project were identified during the environmental impact assessment 
and approval phases of this project. These are summarised in Table 6-1. Those impacts that 
were identified as potentially causing a risk to the environment are required through the CoA 
to be managed via the issue specific Sub-Plans. These Sub-Plans seek to minimise any 
detrimental impact on the surrounding environment (refer to Appendices A, B, & C).  

Table 6-1 Potential Environmental Impacts 

Category Potential environmental impact Environmental 
Management during 
operations 

Noise and 
vibration 

The SSFL has potential to generate the following 
types of noise impacts to receivers: 

 Train pass-by noise. 

 Noise from maintenance activities (including rail 
maintenance vehicles). 

 Noise from train horns (e.g. as they depart). 

 Noise from trains at idle locations, and 

 Noise from crossovers and turnouts. 

Potential  vibration  impacts  from  the  operation  of  
the  SSFL  is  contained  to  account for vibration  
transmitted  to  buildings  from  freight  train  or  
maintenance  vehicle pass-bys.  

Refer to Section 7 of the 
ONVMP (Appendix A) for 
more details on 
operational vibration 
levels. 

Refer to Section 6 of the 
ONVMP for details on 
predicted operational 
noise levels. 

Refer to Section 8 of the 
ONVMP for a description 
of noise management 
measures. 

Air quality Potential air quality impacts include:  

 Human health factors, whereby humans can be 
exposed to minute dust particles which can settle 
in the bronchi and lungs and cause respiratory 
health problems. 

 Vegetation impacts, whereby essential 
biochemical and physiological processes of 
vegetation as well as metabolic function can be 
impaired. 

 Impact on visual character. 

 Effects of air pollution on animals and their 
surroundings, whereby animals can directly 
inhale gases or particles, or indirectly ingest 
particles contained in food/water or absorb them 
through skin. 

 Nuisance, most of which is related to dust events 
and smoke. 

Refer to Section 2.5 of 
OAQMP (Appendix B) 
for more details. 

Hazard and risk Based on the usual activities associated with the 
operation of a freight line, potential contaminated 
soils or hazardous materials impacts during 
operation of the proposed SSFL include: 

 spillage of lubricants and fuels from engines and 
carriages 

 possibility of major spillages from trains and 
maintenance plant and vehicles 

 use of herbicides to control weeds along the 

Refer to OHRMP 
(Appendix C). 
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Category Potential environmental impact Environmental 
Management during 
operations 

railway line 

 atmospheric deposition of particulates generated 
by emissions from maintenance plant and 
vehicles 

 travelling along the maintenance access road or 
travelling on the railway line 

 metals contamination from abrasion of wheels on 
tracks 

 possible lead dust emissions from refurbishment 
or deterioration of buildings and infrastructure. 

ARTC’s Risk Management Procedure RM-01 
(Appendix C), provides a method of qualitatively 
identifying the likelihood and consequences of 
potential incidents.  

The procedure ensures that the following risks are 
considered and managed: 

 risks associated with contractors, visitors or other 
people that have been provided access to ARTC 
railway property  

 security risks arising from trespass, vandalism, 
terrorism, criminal acts and violence to railway 
safety workers  

 change management risks  

 human factors risks  

 risks associated with emergency response and 
occurrence management  

 risks associated with Asset Management, 
Procurement, Communications, Fire prevention 
and control, and interfaces. 

Surface water 
and 
groundwater 

There would be no surface water impacts associated 
with the operation of the 5 km track as the hydraulic 
capacity of all transverse waterway openings would 
not be altered and the track does not cross any 
major waterways.   

Potential impacts of the construction of structures on 
groundwater include: 

 modification of groundwater flows to groundwater 
dependent ecosystems in areas of groundwater 
seepage 

 changes to groundwater levels or quality that 
could result in subsidence, or rising standing 
water levels that might contribute to salinisation 
or water-logging and potentially causing 
corrosion to near-by structures. 

Refer to Section 8 of 
OEMP for details on 
monitoring. 
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Category Potential environmental impact Environmental 
Management during 
operations 

Flora & Fauna Acacia pubescens is a plant that is listed as 
vulnerable under both the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 and Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  

Acacia pubescens occurs within a narrow strip of 
regrowth vegetation approximately 4 metres wide 
along the rail corridor fence adjoining Birrong Girls 
High School and on the southern side of the track 
immediately east of Cooper Street.  

(Refer to Figure 6-1 for the location of Acacia 
pubescens). 

Impacts would be 
minimised through 
fencing to prevent 
access of workers and 
equipment to these 
areas. All contractors 
would be informed of the 
conservation significance 
of Acacia pubescens and 
the legal protection 
afforded to this species 
as part of general 
environmental 
inductions. The 
Management Plan for 
Acacia pubescens in Rail 
Access Corporation 
managed land (Rail 
Services Australia, 2000) 
may be used to mitigate 
any potential impacts on 
the species. 

Heritage The following are identified heritage items within the 
5 km track under RailCorp’s Section 170 Heritage 
and Conservation Register: 

 Leightonfield Footbridge (modified during 
construction). 

 Sefton Railway Station (modified during 
construction). 

 Sefton Footbridge. 

 Timber Culvert adjacent to SSFL at Miller Road. 

(Refer Figure 6-1 for the location of the heritage 
items 

ARTC are to deliver an 
awareness program for 
Operation staff on their 
obligations for 
management of both 
heritage items and the 
importance of their 
protection. 

The Heritage Branch 
would be contacted 
should there be any risk 
of damage. 

Records regarding any 
works conducted in 
proximity to built heritage 
items will be maintained 
by ARTC. 
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7. Operational Management 

Appropriate management and mitigation measures for each environmental aspect are 
outlined within the Sub-plans (Appendices A, B, & C) and Table 7-1. These reflect the extent 
of their identified risk. 

7.1 Management strategies and mitigation measures 
responsibility check list 

Table 7-1 outlines the management and mitigation measures that are to be implemented 
during the operational phase of the SSFL. 

Table 7-1 Management and mitigation checklist 

Management measures and mitigation strategies Responsibility Source of 
Requirement 

Noise and Vibration 

Refer to Sections 5 and 8 of ONVMP (Appendix A) ARTC CoA 51, EA Section 
11.3 

   

Air quality 

Refer to Sections 2.5 and  2.6 of OAQMP (Appendix B) ARTC CoA 76, EA Section 
13.3.4 

   

Hazard and Risk 

Measures to manage and minimise potential impacts are 
described in Section 12.3.2 of EA. 

Appendix C consists of ARTC’s Operational Hazards and 
Risk Management Plan (OHRMP). The OHRMP consists of 
the following documents: 

 ARTC Safety Management Plan SMP-01 

 ARTC Incident Management Manual TA 44 

 ARTC Risk Management Procedure RM-01. 

Refer to Section 3 of ARTC Safety Management Plan SMP-
01 for details on ARTC’s responsibilities, including 
engineering safety standards, safe-working procedures, safe 
work competencies, training and certification. 

ARTC CoA 70, EA Section 
12.3.2 
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8. Monitoring and reporting 

Refer to Table 8-1 for the general monitoring and reporting requirements. Table 8-2 details 
the monitoring and inspection program and includes operational requirements from all 
approvals, licences, and permits. 

Table 8-1 Monitoring and reporting requirements 

Monitoring and reporting requirements Responsibility Source of 
requirement 

Operational Noise and Vibration 

Overall monitoring requirements ARTC Refer to 
ONVMP in 
Appendix A 

Ensure through application of “Feasible & 
Reasonable” design of mitigation measures that 
appropriate design of railway minimises long term 
impact of noise to local communities during operation. 

ARTC CoA 51 

Minimise impacts of noise and vibration associated 
with operational activities on sensitive receptors. 

ARTC CoA 51, 52 

Maintain operational noise limits as practicably as 
possible through mitigation measures such as 
infrastructure design and noise mitigation measures. 

ARTC CoA 51 

 

Design and make effective use of complaints handling 
protocol to manage issues from operational phase 
activities. 

ARTC CoA 51 

 

Design ongoing mitigation measures to comply with 
SSFL project noise and vibration goals. 

ARTC CoA 54 

 

Operational Air Quality 

Overall monitoring requirements. Refer to OAQMP in 
Appendix B 

Refer to 
OAQMP in 
Appendix B 

Identify monitoring and assessment procedures. ARTC CoA 76 ( c ) 

Identify auditing and reporting requirements. ARTC CoA 76 (d) 

Operational Hazard and Risk 

ARTC has established procedures that describe an 
effective monitoring strategy of the railway safety 
performance of contractors and supplies that includes: 

a) a proactive monitoring system such as auditing 
of the contractor’s safety management system  

b) a reactive monitoring system such as reviewing 
safety/quality performance in periodic contract 
review meetings, with particular emphasis on 
occurrences and other reported events of 
quality non-conformances. 

Refer to OHRMP in 
Appendix C 

Refer to 
OHRMP in 
Appendix C 

Following an incident, an incident report is to be 
generated in accordance with relevant safe working 
standards. 

ARTC ARTC Incident 
Management 
Manual TA 44 
(Appendix C) 

Surface water and groundwater 

Monitor residual impacts of project on surface water & 
groundwater including requirements for monitoring of 
analyte selenium if any disturbed stockpiles or 
deposits of steam train boiler ash are proposed to be 

ARTC Environmental 
Manager 

CoA 14 (d) 
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Monitoring and reporting requirements Responsibility Source of 
requirement 

retained on Project site. 

Conduct investigations to establish detailed design 
measures that would be implemented that would 
minimise, manage, mitigate and/or offset groundwater 
impacts during operation. 

ARTC Environmental 
Manager 

CoA 61 [e (v)] 

Maintain and operate all environmental control 
equipment installed or used for the project in proper 
and efficient manner (e.g. to minimise risks of spills 
and wastes to environment, or carry out maintenance 
works within designated areas and/or offsite). 

ARTC Environmental 
Manager 

CoA 66 

Biodiversity 

Monitor performance and effectiveness of measures 
implemented as part of the Biodiversity Management 
Sub-plan. 

ARTC Environmental 
Manager 

CoA 14 (e) and 
CoA 60 

Asset Transfer 

Details of responsibility for monitoring and 
maintenance before and after any asset transfer to the 
relevant authority. 

Ongoing maintenance 
and operation costs of 
urban design and 
landscaping items and  
works must  remain  the  
Proponent’s 
responsibility, until 
satisfactory 
arrangements have been 
put in place for the 
transfer of the asset to 
the relevant authority to 
the satisfaction of the 
Director-General.  

CoA 14 (g) 

CoA 27 

Urban Design and Landscaping 

Monitoring and maintaining landscaped areas 
following commencement of operation. 

Prior to asset transfer the 
Proponent, in conjunction 
with RailCorp, will 
maintain items and works 
to the design standards 
established in the UDLP. 

The UDLP shall include: 

a) Location and 
identification of 
existing vegetation 
and proposed 
landscaped areas 
and elements. 

b) A schedule of 
species to be used 
in landscaping. 
The derivation of 
the schedule must 
be explained 
including its 
relationship with 
the project’s 
ecological studies. 

c) Details of the 
timing and 
progressive 
implementation of 
landscape works 

CoA 25 (a), (g), 
(h) & (i) , CoA 
27 



 

Southern Sydney Freight Line Operational Environmental Management Plan: Operation 
of 5 km section of track from Sefton Park Junction to Leightonfield

 

PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF  2115319A PR_4180_REVD_170711.DOC Page 35 
 
 

Monitoring and reporting requirements Responsibility Source of 
requirement 

considering related 
environmental 
controls and 
drainage  

d) Procedures and 
methods to 
monitor and 
maintain 
landscaped or 
rehabilitated areas 
both inside and 
outside the project. 
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8.1 Environmental inspections 

Refer to table 8-2 for the environmental inspection program. 

Table 8-2 Environmental Inspection Program 

Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

Noise and vibration   

Noise and vibration impacts 

of the SSFL line. 

Planning levels: L Aeq,24hr = 

55dBA 

Residential receivers: L 

Amax = 80dBA 

SSFL line, and specific 

locations as per Table 10-1 of 

ONVMP: 

 22 Kulgoa Street, Leumea 

 16 Somerset Street, Minto 

 24 Railway Parade, 
Glenfield 

 21 Slessor Road, Casula 

 86/3 Riverpark Drive, 
Liverpool 

 150 Broomfield Street, 
Cabramatta 

 18 Fraser Road, Canley 
Vale 

 75 Wattle Avenue, 
Carramar 

 Unit 1/113 Wellington Rd, 
Sefton 

 33 Wellington Road, 
Birrong 

 Casula x3 locations. 

Unattended 

continuous 

noise 

monitors. 

Unattended noise 

monitors left in the 

field for running 7 

day averages 

(Short term) at the 

13 locations listed 

in column 2. 

Continuous 

monitoring for 

running 8 week 

averages (long 

term) at 1 or 2 

permanent 

locations. 

Monitoring of 

operational noise 

levels will be 

undertaken at 1, 

2, 5 and 10 years 

after the operation 

of the SSFL once 

construction of the 

entire SSFL is 

completed. 

Where 

monitoring 

indicates 

exceedances, 

further 

monitoring 

shall be 

undertaken to 

determine 

extent of 

exceedance 

and noise 

mitigation 

measures 

shall be 

investigated to 

rectify the 

situation. 

Report of 

monitoring 

results must 

be submitted 

to Director-

General within 

Monitoring and 

reporting by 

ARTC. 

Verification of 

report to be 

provided by an 

independent 

expert 

approved by 

the Director-

General 

CoA 54 (a) 

EPL 3142 

Condition E8  
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Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

4 months of 

relevant 

monitoring 

period. 

Air quality  

Air quality through dust 
impacts (through TSP) if 
directed by OEH as per 
EPL 3142 (Condition E9). 

Additional reporting to be 
triggered where reasonable 
community complaints have 
been received.  

No Locations for 
monitoring/discharge points 
and areas have been required 
by the EPL for the SSFL 
project.  

If monitoring is required as a 
result of community 
complaints or a direct request 
by the new Office of 
Environment and Heritage 
(OEH) then appropriate site(s) 
for sampling will be selected 
as per the Approved Methods 
for Sampling and Analysis of 
Air Pollutants in NSW 
publication which refers to AS 
2922-1987 Ambient air - 
Guide for the siting of 
sampling units. 

Monitor dust 
deposition in 
event of 
community 
complaints or 
if directed by 
OEH. 

The amenity-
based 
criterion for 
dust fallout is 
a maximum 
total dust 
deposition of 4 
g/m²/month 
(annual).  

Equipment to 
be used is 
detailed in 
Section 3.1 of 
the OAQMP. 

 

Monthly (dust 
deposition) if 
triggered by 
complaints or 
regulatory 
directive. 

 

Key control 
measures as 
stated in Table 2-6 
of the OAQMP. 

Where EPA 
expressly 
requests a 
Dust Control 
report or there 
has been a 
community 
complaint, 
ARTC will 
provide a 
report 
concerning 
dust control 
and 
management 
practices at 
the premises. 

Monitoring and 
reporting by 
ARTC. 

 

CoA 76 (c) 

EPL 3142 
Condition E9 

Hazard and risk        

Refer to Incident 
Management Manual TA44 
(Appendix C). 

System Inspection and 
Testing activities as a 
component of a contract.  

As per ARTC standards. and 
procedures 

As required Inspection 
frequencies may 
be varied in 
response to 
observed trends or 
incidents.  

Checklist shall 
include inspection 
of the 
implementation of 
mitigation 
measures listed in 

As per ARTC 
standards and 
procedures. 

Refer to 
Sections 3 & 7 
of Incident 
Management 
Manual within 
Appendix C for 

CoA 70  



 

Southern Sydney Freight Line Operational Environmental Management Plan: Operation of 5 km section of track from Sefton Park Junction to Leightonfield 

 

Page 38 2115319A PR_4180_REVD_170711.DOC PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF 
 

Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

Procedures for inspecting 
and testing of safety related 
systems are specified in the 
relevant ARTC Standards.   

These standards are 
compiled and maintained 
by the Executive Manager 
of Standards, Systems and 
Performance.  

The procedures define the 
location, method, level of 
detail and frequency of 
inspection and testing.  

The procedures identify the 
need for inspection and 
testing on both a scheduled 
basis and on a basis of 
defined events.  

 The maintainer or 
contractor is responsible for 
the control, calibration and 
maintenance of their 
inspection and testing 
equipment.   

They are also responsible 
for the correct selection of 
equipment type and 
operating personnel.  

ARTC document TA-44 
‘Incident Management Plan’ 
(Appendix C) details the 
procedures to be taken 
from the initial response to 
an incident to the initiation 
of a preliminary 
investigation.  

TA44 and associated 
procedures categorise 
incidents taking into 

Recommendations 
for such variations 
will be submitted 
by the relevant 
Infrastructure 
Manager to the 
Executive Manager 
Standards, 
Systems and 
Performance for 
review and 
approval prior to 
implementation. 

Section 7.1 of this 
OEMP including : 
engineering safety 
standards, safe-
working 
procedures, safe 
work 
competencies, 
training and 
certification. 

specific roles 
and 
descriptions 
pertaining to 
hazards, risks 
and incident 
management. 
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Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

account the seriousness of 
the emergency and the 
potential danger, and 
provides details including:  

 allocation of roles and 
responsibilities within 
and between 
organisations  

 training and 
arrangements to 
maintain competence in 
emergency response  

 initial response 
procedures  

 call-out procedures  

 on-site management of 
the occurrence  

 liaison with relevant 
emergency services  

 arrangement for 
effective 
communications and 
co-operation throughout 
the emergency 
response  

 recovery procedures  

 initiation of 
investigations. 
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Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

Incident site investigation Location of incident Visual Immediately 
following 
incident/prior to 
potential incident. 

Incident site Immediately 
following 
incident/prior 
to potential 
incident. 

(refer to 
Sections 3 & 7 
of Incident 
Management 
Manual within 
Appendix C for 
specific roles 
and 
descriptions 
pertaining to 
hazards, risks 
and incident 
management). 

ARTC 
Incident  
Management 
Manual TA 44 
(Appendix C) 

Surface Water and Groundwater  

Monitor residual impacts of 
the project on groundwater 
such as: 

 monitoring of analyte 
selenium if any 
disturbed stockpiles or 
deposits of steam train 
boiler ash are to be 
retained on project site 

 modification of 
groundwater flows to 
groundwater dependent 
ecosystems in areas of 
groundwater seepage 

 

 changes to groundwater 
levels that  could  result  
in  subsidence, or rising  
standing water levels 
that might contribute  to  
salinisation or water-
logging. 

Areas where groundwater 
levels would be above sumps/ 
excavations and foundations/ 
footings, or where 
groundwater may potentially 
infiltrate to fill excavated areas 
as per Section 12.2.3 of Vol. 1 
of EA. 

Bore monitoring in corridor at 
Tewinga Rd, Birrong as per 
current practices. 

 

 

No boiler ash 
has been 
detected; 
therefore, no 
monitoring of 
analyte 
selenium is 
required. 

ARTC Bore 
(RepMW1) 
groundwater 
monitoring for 
the following 
parameters or 
as agreed: 

 water level 

 pH 

 Electrical 
conductivit
y 

 TDS 

 redox 

 major ions 

Monitoring of all 
sites affiliated with 
the entire SSFL 
project, including 
Rep MW1 at 
Tewinga Rd, will 
be undertaken on a 
quarterly basis 
during 
construction.  

Post-construction 
monitoring 
frequency for the 
entire project will 
be determined 
based on a review 
of groundwater 
results obtained 
during 
construction. 

At the conclusion 
of construction of 
the entire SSFL 
project, 
groundwater 
monitoring 
frequency and 
required 
parameters will be 
assessed. 

At the 
conclusion of 
construction 
of the entire 
SSFL project, 
groundwater 
monitoring 
and reporting 
requirements 
will be 
determined. 

ARTC CoA 14 (d) 
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Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

 metals As, 
Cd, Cr, 
Cu, Ni, Pb, 
Zn) 

 TPH 

 BTEX 

 corrosivity 
to 
concrete. 

Monitor residual impacts of 
the project on surface water 
(e.g. where alterations to 
waterways like creeks may 
be required). 

Sefton Park Junction to 
Leightonfield section of track. 

No monitoring 
planned for 
this section as 
it does not 
cross any 
major 
waterways. 

N/A 

 

N/A N/A N/A CoA 14 (d) 

Biodiversity  

Monitor performance and 
effectiveness of measures 
implemented as part of the 
Biodiversity Management 
Sub-plan (As per CoA 60) 
as required by CoA 14 e).  

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to Figure 6-1 for location 
of Acacia pubescens. 

Visual As specified in the 
Biodiversity 
Management Sub-
plan  

As per 
incidents. 

ARTC CoA 60 and 
CoA 14 (e) & 
(f) 

No interaction of heavy 
machinery with fauna/flora 
as much as reasonably 
possible, particularly in 
close proximity to Acacia 
pubescens.  

Refer to Figure 6-1 for location 
of Acacia pubescens. 

Visual As specified in the 
Biodiversity 
Management Sub-
plan  

As per 
recommendations 
of Table 12.9 of 
volume1 of the EA 
and CoA 14 e) 
including: 
delineated 
construction and 
operation areas, 
markings of 
specified flora, 
sediment controls, 
waterway design, 
vegetation 
clearing protocols 
and rehabilitation,  

 

As per 
incidents. 

ARTC EA Section 
12.3.4 
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Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

Design plantings to require 
low levels of maintenance 
and ensure they are 
substantially self-supporting 
once established. 

Bank by bank. Ensure high 
quality of care 
and 
maintenance 
during plant 
establishment 
to ensure 
plants adapt 
to new 
locations 
quickly and 
add to the 
greening of 
the corridor. 
This should 
include 
maintenance 
tasks as 
specified in 
Softworks 
Specification 
LA01-002. 

Sites visited at 
intervals not 
exceeding 14 days 
during the contract 
maintenance 
period. 
Maintenance 
periods will lessen 
as plants become 
more established. 

As required. ARTC ARTC 
Softworks 
Specification 
LA01-002. 

CoA 14 (e), (f) 
& (g) 

Weed removal must be 
carried out at set intervals. 

Bank by bank. Weed removal 
to be carried 
out at intervals 
through 
actions by 
local 
government 
authority, 
suitable 
herbicides, or 
removal by 
hand. Frog 
populations 
must be 
considered 
where water 
flow issues 
arise.  

Intervals of not 
more than 2 
weeks. 

As specified in 
Softworks 
Specification 
LA01-002. To 
include items 
relating to the 
health of plantings 
and foliage cover, 
erosion indicators 
and sediment 
control, presence / 
abundance of 
weeds, and 
evidence of 
maintenance. 

As required. ARTC ARTC 
Softworks 
Specification 
LA01-002. 

CoA 14 (e), (f) 
& (g) 
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Monitor Locations Inspection Frequency during 

operation 

Inspection 

checklist 

Reporting 

frequency 

Responsibility Source of 

requirement 

Handover of site. Project boundaries. Upon final 
inspection, 
site must be 
handed over 
to confirm 
termination of 
maintenance 
period. 

Completion of 
maintenance 
works. 

Completion of 
maintenance 
works. 

ARTC ARTC 
Softworks 
Specification 
LA01-002. 

CoA 14 (e), 
(f) & (g) 

Asset transfer  

ARTC Process Procedure 
PP166 Asset Maintenance 
Works Management details 
the process used for 
monitoring the assets, 
identification of defects and 
appropriate corrective 
actions. 

SSFL Line, specifically: 

 track and Civil Safety 

 track infrastructure 

 rolling stock interfaces 

 signalling and 
communication systems 

  operations and train 
control systems 

 interfacing with other 
railway infrastructure and 
other transport modes. 

Based on 
external 
standards and 
internally 
established 
and 
maintained 
procedures. 

As per inspection 
or test 
requirements in 
ARTC standards. 

Inspections shall 
include standards 
and practices 
relating to 
monitoring regime, 
maintenance 
programs prior to 
asset transfer, 
training and 
responsibilities, 
and statutory 
requirements. 

As per 
inspection or 
test 
requirements 
in ARTC 
standards and 
taking note of 
ARTC 
document 
control 
procedures. 

ARTC and 
Contractors. 

ARTC PP166 
and ARTC 
Asset 
Register 

CoA 14 (e), 
(f) & (g) 
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8.1.1 Environmental Audits, non-compliances & reporting 

ARTC has established procedures for auditing the management and performance of 
contractors. The scope of these audits covers ARTC’s system for management of 
contractors and the contractor’s management systems’ capability to verify compliance and 
alignment with specified requirements. 

‘The following ARTC Managers have a custodial responsibility for ensuring regulatory 
compliance to:  

 Rail Safety Acts: 

 General Manager, Risk & Compliance. 

 Environmental Protection Acts: 

 Chief Financial Officer. 

 Occupational Health and Safety Acts: 

 General Manager, Risk & Compliance.‘ 

The responsibility for, and the implementation of these external and internal audits is defined 
in ARTC’s Safety Procedure - Safety Management Audit SP-02-08. Status reports on audits 
conducted against schedule and close out of audit findings are submitted for Risk & Safety 
committee review on a quarterly basis. Results of audits are documented and distributed to 
the audited organisation / divisions in accordance with SP-02-08. ARTC has processes to 
validate changes for safety prior to when changes are introduced, and as part of the change 
project management, independent safety validation may be proposed if the proposed change 
has a significant impact on safety. 

The EMR audits environmental management weekly on site against the CoAs & CEMP and 
reports directly to DoPI. In accordance with CoA 9, 11 &12, a Pre-Operation Compliance 
Report must be submitted to the Director General at least four weeks before operation 
commences. Two Environmental Impact Audit Reports (EIAR) must be submitted to the 
Director General; the first EIAR is submitted 3 months upon completion of construction of the 
entire project and the second EIAR is submitted a maximum of 12 months once the entire 
project is in operation. The Pre-Operation Compliance Report and the two EIARs must be 
made publicly available. 

As stipulated by Condition R1 of EPL 3142, ARTC are required to submit to the OEH an 
Annual Return comprising of a Statement of Compliance and a Monitoring and Complaints 
Summary not later than 60 days after the end of the reporting period. 

8.1.2 Corrective and preventative action 

ARTC has the duty to immediately notify OEH of pollution incidents where the environment is 
threatened or harmed as defined by the POEO Act and as per Condition R2 of EPL 3142 
(refer to Section 8.1.4 for more details).   
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The OEH can take action for breaching the POEO Act and the EPL. ARTC aims to have a 
pro-active approach to: 

 Reduce breaches of the EPL to ZERO. 

 Avoid any further warnings or fines from OEH. 

 Prevent damage/pollution to the environment. 

 Reduce community complaints as much as practically possible. 

 Improve communication and relationships with key stakeholders, including the 
community. 

8.1.3 Consultation  

It is a requirement of CoA14 that this OEMP be prepared and implemented in consultation 
with relevant Government Departments, Councils, Stakeholders and the CLG. ARTC has 
consulted with these groups in the preparation of relevant sections of the OEMP such as the 
ONVMP (DoPI, OEH and Department of Transport [through DoPI], Bankstown City Council 
and Bankstown CLG), safety assurance and risk (RailCorp), biodiversity management (DoPI 
and OEH) and assets (RailCorp and Bankstown City Council). ARTC has also informed 
these groups of the development of this OEMP and the accompanying Management Plans. 
ARTC will liaise with these organisations during the implementation of this OEMP and its 
accompanying Management Plans as required. Upon completion, this OEMP will be made 
publicly available as required by CoA14. 

8.1.4 Environmental incident management and response 

In accordance with Condition R2 of EPL 3142, ARTC must notify the OEH of any incidents 
causing environmental harm or threatening the environment. ARTC must first contact the 
Environment Line Service (phone: 131 555) and are required to submit, in writing, notification 
to the OEH within 7 days of the date on which the incident occurred. The OEH may request 
further information from ARTC in the form of writing as per EPL Condition R3. 

Refer to Appendix C for the OHRMP which includes the ARTC Incident Management Manual 
TA44. ARTC’s Environmental Management System Procedure EP-01 is specific to 
management of environmental incidents.  

ARTC has an Incident Management Safety Procedure SP-03-08 (Appendix F) which 
provides a framework for the management of major incidents identified as Category A in AS 
4292. The Environmental Management System Procedure EP-01 also contains information 
on incident management. Table1 of ARTC’s Incident Management Procedure SP-03-08 
(Appendix F) sets out responsibilities during various stages of the incident management 
process.  

An Incident is defined by AS 4292 as an occurrence, involving or affecting operations on the 
Network, which has resulted in, or has the potential to cause: 

 Death or injury 

 Property damage 

 Disruption to train services or, 
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 Adverse environmental consequences. 

ARTC has an Incident Management Plan which provides a work procedure for managing 
recovery, investigation and reporting of incidents occurring on the ARTC track corridor. The 
Incident Management Plan complies with the requirements of Australian Standard 4292- Rail 
Safety Management. ARTC’s Incident Management Manual TA 44 identifies three levels of 
incidents; Level 1 Incidents, Level 2 Incidents, and Level 3 Incidents. A Level 1 Incident is 
classified as an emergency requiring response by State Emergency Services. A Level 2 
Incident includes an occurrence involving or affecting operations on the Network, which has 
resulted in, or had the potential to cause death, or serious injury, significant environmental 
impact, or significant disruption to train services. External resources and control would be 
required on site. A Level 3 Incident is an occurrence involving minor injury, disruption or 
damage to the network. Level 3 incidents are to be reported to the Network controller who 
ensures that a Level 3 Response has been implemented. 

The level of response that is to be triggered is determined by the Train Transit Manager in 
accordance with ARTC’s Incident Management Manual TA 44 (refer Appendix C). 

ARTC’s Incident Management Policy 

ARTC shall, in conjunction with Operators, Service Providers and Maintenance Providers 
have effective incident management procedures established to ensure: 

a) That each organisation involved in an incident is aware of its individual responsibilities. 

b) That procedures to manage these responsibilities are documented and tested to provide 
the best possible response. 

c) That the procedures established to manage each organisation's responsibilities 
effectively address the following: 

 A rapid and appropriate response. 

 The protection of life, property and the environment. 

 The safety of persons involved in, and responding to, an incident. 

 The continued protection of property involved in, and during the response to, an incident 

 Minimisation of delays. 

 The interaction between organisations and agencies involved in the incident are 
managed effectively. 

 Compliance and integration with legislation and State Emergency Plans. 

 Timely and effective investigation of the incident cause. 

 Identification of training and resource requirements. 

Figure 8-1, extracted from ARTC’s Incident Management Manual, illustrates the incident 
management structure. Incidents may be reported directly by the public to Network Control, 
the nearest Operator, Service Provider, Maintenance Provider / ARTC Engineering or 
Emergency Service. In the case of an incident reported by a member of the public, all 
relevant information, including full details of the incident, name, address and contact phone 
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number of the person reporting the incident is to be recorded. The employee informed of the 
incident would be responsible for advising Network Control of the incident details.  
The Network Controller would, on receipt of this advice take immediate action to notify, in 
order, any approaching trains which may impact on the incident including trains on parallel 
lines under another Network Control Centre, Emergency Services if required, and the Train 
Transit Manager. The Network Controller would immediately advise the Train Transit 
Manager or nominee. The Train Transit Manager shall be responsible for advising other 
Network control locations. 

If an employee of ARTC, Operator, Service Provider or Maintenance Provider/ARTC 
Engineering becomes aware of an actual or potential incident, that employee is to take all 
necessary steps to ensure that the incident site is protected and that Emergency Services 
are contacted where required. The employee is to immediately advise the Network Controller 
of the nature and location of the incident and provide all relevant details.  The Network 
Controller shall immediately advise the Train Transit Manager or nominee. The Train Transit 
Manager or nominee shall be responsible for advising other Network Control Centres. The 
employee is to immediately implement any directions given by the Network Controller and 
take all necessary steps to lessen the impact of the incident and to protect the incident site. 

Incidents would be logged and reported as per Appendices B, C, and D of ARTC’s Incident 
Management Manual TA 44.   

Refer to Sections 3 & 7 of ARTC’s Incident Management Manual TA44 within Appendix C for 
specific roles and descriptions pertaining to hazards, risks and incident management. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 8-1 Incident Management Structure as per ARTC Incident Management 
Procedure 
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8.1.5 Document control 

Documents and records will be kept in accordance with the Environmental Management 
System Procedure EP-01. 

Records will be filed, stored and maintained in accordance with ARTC’s document control 
procedure. Project records, including contractor records, will be maintained to provide 
evidence of the effective operation of this OEMP. The records will be identifiable as to the 
item/area concerned. Such records include, but are not limited to: 

 Correspondence to/from stakeholders and relevant parties. 

 Any relevant permits, licences and approvals. 

 Induction training records. 

 Environmental complaints/enquiries registers. 

 Non-compliance reports. 

 Environmental incident reports. 

 Environmental inspection checklist and audit reports. 

Records must be stored in accordance with EPL 3142 Condition M1: 

 M1 Monitoring records: 

 M1.1: The results of any monitoring required to be conducted by this licence or a 
load calculation protocol must be recorded and retained as set out in this condition. 

 M1.2: All records required to be kept by this licence must be: 

– (a) in a legible form, or in a form that can readily be reduced to a legible form 

– (b) kept for at least 4 years after the monitoring or event to which they relate 
took place and, 

– (c) produced in a legible form to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to 
see them. 

 M1.3: The following records must be kept in respect of any samples required to be 
collected for the purposes of this licence: 

– (a) the date(s) on which the sample was taken 

– (b) the time(s) at which the sample was collected 

– (c) the point at which the sample was taken and, 

– (d) the name of the person who collected the sample. 
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9. Amendments and variations to the OEMP 

It is possible that some of the operational procedures described in this OEMP may change 
over time. In the event that this occurs, ARTC will review as necessary to ensure that this 
OEMP adequately manages environmental issues and any amendments to the laws, 
policies, and guidelines. The ARTC Environmental Manager is responsible for the review 
and implementation of the OEMP. 

ARTC will inform the DoPI Director-General of any major changes that require further 
environmental assessments. The updates would be carried out accordingly in liaison with the 
relevant ARTC staff and in line with ARTC’s document control procedures. 
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